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Flanders is dotted with little villages in a landscape 
shaped by agriculture. In a spatially sustainable future, 
the development of the village centres will occupy a spe-
cial place. The challenge will be to achieve an increase 
in building density and infill development while retain-
ing the historical qualities of these villages: their small 
scale, sense of community and open space.

A little tale of 
stones and people

Sara Vermeulen

Inplanting

→
Hof ter Beemt, 
dating from the 
nineteenth century, 
has been converted 
into seven homes, 
along with communal 
areas that include a 
courtyard, a (bicycle) 
storage, a car park 
and a workshop. 
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In 2013 Ann Pisman, Peter Vervoort and Inge Appermont 
presented a vision of the future for the development of the 
Flemish villages. They argued that new users of the country-
side should be involved in the preservation of its qualities. 
In recent decades, the countryside has evolved into a mul-
tipurpose space of housing, leisure and tourism. In order to 
prevent the landscape’s typical agricultural features from 
being lost, new users must also take on the role of landscape 
producer or manager. The future countryside will be the 
result of bottom-up initiatives, supported by professionals 
and the authorities: a succession of little tales instead of 
large projects. 
 Such a little tale is currently unfolding in the Flemish 
Ardennes. In the centre of Zingem, not far from the church, 
is a listed courtyard farm. The buildings date from the 
nineteenth century, but the core of Hof ter Beemt goes back 
much further in history. Whitewashed buildings frame a 
cobbled courtyard with a lawn. A beautiful wild chestnut 
tree completes the idyll. A large garden surrounds the farm. 

 Seven families purchased the dilapidated building in 2014. 
They converted it into seven homes, along with communal 
areas that include a courtyard, a (bicycle) storage, a car park 
and a workshop. They renovated the garden and the orchard, 
and planted a vegetable garden. The families share an eco-
logical commitment with a love of heritage. They delved 
into the history of the site, drew up a management plan to 
safeguard the heritage values, and at the same time looked 
for sustainable ecological solutions for its redevelopment. 
 The project in Zingem was carried out by anno archi-
tecten and mvc architecten. Founded in 2005, anno is 
part of a new generation of architects who specialize in 
restoration with a sense of contemporary quality. Founded 
five years later, mvc stands for completely sustainable con-
structions, which implies not only material and technical 
but also design-based sustainability. The collaboration led 
to the maximum preservation of the existing buildings. The 
open spaces such as the courtyard, the vegetable garden and 
orchard, the hedges and paths were restored to their origi-
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Ground floor plan

First floor plan

Architect 

MVC – aNNo
Website 

mvc-architecten.be – 
annoarchitecten.be

Official project name 

Cohousing Hof Ter 
Beemt

Location 

Ommegangstraat 1, 
Zingem

Restoration architect 

aNNo
Programme 

Cohousing for seven 
families

Procedure 

Direct commission

Client 

Cohousinggroup VME 
Hof Ter Beemt

Lead contractor 

Roos, Andries Ramen, 
Aardig Gedacht

Structural engineering 

Bast architects & engi-
neers

Sustainability  

MVC

Completion 

2014
Total floor area 

1,950 m² 
Budget 

€  2,300,000  
(excl. VAT and fees) 
 

nal functions. To accommodate future developments, each 
home has been conceived as a separate unit with sufficient 
privacy for each resident. 
 Heritage preservation and sustainability also connect 
on a technical level. The entire outer shell is insulated on 
the inside with cellulose or lime hemp, and finished on the 
outside with natural loam and lime plaster. The ground floor 
was given a lime-hemp screed on a layer of shells in some of 
the units, and a cast concrete slab with eps slabs in others. 
Rainwater is reused for all domestic purposes. There is a 
collective heating system with a communal pellet boiler 
equipped with co2-neutral pellets. The joinery has been 
replaced everywhere and triple glazing has been fitted. 
 During the design and construction process, the initiators 
were already working on the sustainable embedding of the 
new Hof Ter Beemt in the village. They talked to the local 

history club, neighbours and former residents and users 
about the place and their project. Even now that the reno-
vation has been completed, the residents often open their 
doors to welcome people. They organize flea markets in Hof 
Ter Beemt and lessons in vegetable gardening for children. 
You can also pick up your basket of local organic food there. 
 Cohousing is essentially a sustainable form of housing be-
cause it is committed to the collective use of space, appliances 
and equipment. In Zingem, the project goes one step further. 
Not only does it provide increased housing density, but it also 
contributes to the preservation of landscaping and heritage 
elements that are typical of the farm’s agricultural past. 
 It may well be that this little tale of Zingem stones and 
people will show us the way to a sustainable future for rural 
Flanders. A source of inspiration for new little tales.

1 entrance 
2 storage 
3 kitchen 
4 dining room 

5 living room 
6 technical room 
7 multipurpose room 

8 storage 
9 library 
10 studio 
11 bathroom 

12 office 
13 bedroom 
14 bicycle parking 
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